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23 July 2009
Professor Amy Shee

CCU Centre for Legal eLearning and Interactive Teaching Chung
Cheng University Taiwan

Dear Professor Shee,
Development of a Legal Information Institute in Taiwan

Following our discussions when you attended the Asian Legal Information Institute Conference at
the University of New South Wales in Sydney in February 2009, | am writing to propose a further
level of cooperation in relation to free access to legal information in Taiwan and in Asia generally.

First let me thank you for representing Taiwan at the Conference, and for giving such an interesting
presentation on the relationship of free access to legal information to the experiences of CCU
Centre for Legal eLearning and Interactive Teaching. | am sure that the Free Access to Law
Movement can benefit from your experience as it works out how to make the resources that its
members provide more useful for teaching purposes.

As you know, AustLIl is a founding member of the Free Access to Law Movement, and operates
its joint portal, the World Legal Information Institute (WorldLIl) <http://www.worldlii.org>,
which was awarded the 2008 Award of the International Law Librarians Association (ILLA). Of
the over 30 members of the Free Access to Law Movement, the majority are University-based,
coming from Universities such as Cornell in the USA, the University of Montreal, the Institute of
Advanced Legal Studies of the University of London, the University of Hong Kong, Otago
University, the University of the South Pacific, the University of the Saarland, the University of
New South Wales and the University of Technology, Sydney. As a result, the research and
collaborations of these member Universities, guided by the goal of free access to legal
information, are of a high level of technical expertise in the field of legal informatics.

In case it is of use to you, | have written a history and description of the development of
free-access Legal Information Institutes (LIlIs) to 2007 which is available at
<http://www.nyulawglobal.org/globalex/Legal Information_Institutes.htm>. You can also find a
history of the WorldLlI1 portal in SCRIPT-ed at
<http://www.law.ed.ac.uk/ahrc/script-ed/vol4-4/greenleaf.asp>.

In addition to WorldL1I, AustLIl also operates the Asian Legal Information Institute (AsianLIl) <
hitp://www.asianlii.org >, which provides over 200 databases from all 28 jurisdictions in Asia,
including Taiwan. AsianLIl is the most comprehensive portal for Asian legal information. | have
attached a two page outline of AsianLII’s history.

AustLIl’s long-term model for AsianLIl is as a collaborative network of independent Legal
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Information Institutes from most of the jurisdictions in Asia. We are very interested to work with the
that the CCU Centre for Legal eLearning and Interactive Teaching to develop an independent LI for
Taiwan which can then become the Taiwan node in AsianLlII.

AustLIl would like to propose the following steps in relation to ongoing cooperation:

Q) We understand that the CCU Centre for Legal elLearning and Interactive Teaching is
interested to establish a free access Legal Information Institute for Taiwan, based at Chung Cheng
University. If you can obtain support within your University for this project, AustLIl would like to
offer its assistance.

(i) AustLIl is willing to assist such development by provision of its open source search engine,
and large scale hypertext mark-up tools, which have been modified to work with the Chinese
language. We would like to collaborate with CCU on their further development.

(iii)  We would like to invite delegates from CCU lead by you to visit AustLIl for a week or so
later this year in order to learn more about the technical and policy issues involved in free access to
legal information, and to share knowledge and techniques.

(iv) We would like to explore research collaborations in areas such as the use of bilingual legal
dictionaries and thesaurii to enable multi-lingual searching, and the use of LIl materials for
e-learning in law.

I hope it is not too long before we are in a position to nominate the CCU Centre for Legal
eLearning and Interactive Teaching for membership of the Free Access to Law Movement. I’m sure
that a Taiwanese LIl would make a valuable contribution to international developments in free
access to law.

Yours sincerely,

Graham Greenleaf
Professor of Law (UNSW)
Co-Director,

AustLIl & AsainLII
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