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SUMMER SCHOOL
NATIONAL CHUNG CHENG UNIVERSITY

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS AND HUMAN RIGHTS – 2023
INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE

General Information

In September 2015, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), which will guide international development policy and 
practicefor a fifteen-year period from 2015 to 2030. This course provides a comprehensive 
overview of SDGs and systems for protecting human rights, and of the relationship between 
them.  The course aims to be useful to those interested in human rights and SDGs, but also to 
human rights advocacy in a non-governmental setting, and for those interested in rights issues 
more generally.

The important course objective is to interest you in the subject. I provide an “everyday” 
situation in which you can hone your ability to communicate and to argue. Please make the 
most of them by preparing well. This means reading. You will be asked to state the legal 
problem the court was to resolve, and state court’s decision and reason for reaching the 
decision. These questions help you derive the law from the cases.

Course Aims

This course aims to develop a detailed knowledge and an in-depth understanding of SDGs 
and human rights law and how it interconnects in practice. In addition, it aims to develop an 
appreciation and understanding of the framework of SDGs and human rights law generally 
and to introduce students to controversies in the application of rights. Further, the course aims 
to develop a student’s ability to handle legal materials and to apply the basic principles of 
human rights law to hypothetical problems. This course focuses on the following two main 
areas: (1) SDGs and (2) human rights.

Course Objectives 

The course objectives are: 

 To introduce students to the building blocks of SDGs and systems of human rights

 To illustrate the interconnections between SDGs and international enforcement of 
human rights

 To enable students to use SDGs and human rights law to respond to practical 
examples of violations of rights

 To encourage students to engage critically with SDGs and human rights law
 To encourage students to engage with current controversies regarding human rights
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Sustainable Development Goals 3: Ensure Healthy Lives and 
Promote Well-Being for All at All Ages

2023/08/16
Target

1. Reduce the global maternal mortality ratio to less than 70 per 100,000 live births.

 According to the data in 2020, a woman dies every two minutes from 

preventable causes related to pregnancy and childbirth.

 Possible Solutions

A. Strengthen the training on skilled health personnel

B. Increase the proportion of births attended by skilled health personnel

2. End preventable deaths of newborns and children under 5 years of age, reduce 

neonatal mortality to 12 per 1,000 live births and under-5 mortality to 25 per 

1,000 live births.

 According to the data made by UNICEF (The United Nations Children's 

Fund) in 2023, the neonatal mortality rate in 2021 is approximately 18 per 

1,000 live births, and the under-five mortality rate 38.

 Progress: 

A. Between 2015 and 2021, the global under-5 mortality rate fell by 12% 

from 43 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2015 to 38 deaths, and the 

global neonatal mortality rate fell from 20 to 18 deaths.  

B. In 2021, 5 million children died before reaching their fifth 

birthday—down from 6.1 million in 2015.

3. End the epidemics of AIDS, tuberculosis (TB), malaria and neglected tropical 

diseases and combat hepatitis, water-borne diseases and other communicable 

diseases.

 TB

A. 13th leading cause of death.

B. The second leading infectious killer.

C. Possible Solutions (by WHO)

 Malaria

A. In 2021, there were an estimated 247 million cases of malaria 

worldwide.

B. The estimated number of malaria deaths stood at 619 000 in 2021.

C. Life-threatening disease.
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 WHO’s response

A. Shape the research and innovation agenda and stimulating the 

generation, translation and dissemination of knowledge.

B. Set norms and standards on prevention and care and promoting and 

facilitating their implementation.

C. Monitor and report on the status of the diseases and progress in 

financing and implementation of the response at global, regional and 

country levels.

D. Construct custom water technologies in places where water access is 

most difficult.

4. Reduce by one third premature mortality from non-communicable diseases 

(NCDs)  through prevention and treatment and promote mental health and well-

being.

 Non-communicable diseases → Kill 41 million people each year, equivalent 

to 74% of all deaths globally.

 Mental health → 1 in every 8 people in the world live with a mental 

disorder.

A. Anxiety disorder

B. Depression

C. Bipolar Disorder

D. Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)

E. Schizophrenia

F. Eating Disorders

G. Disruptive behaviour and dissocial disorders

H. Neurodevelopmental disorders

5. Strengthen the prevention and treatment of substance abuse. 

 Narcotic drug abuse

A. Produces analgesia (pain relief), narcosis (state of stupor or sleep), and 

addiction (physical dependence on the drug). In some people narcotics 

also produce euphoria (a feeling of great elation).

B. Therapeutic use: pain relief

 Harmful use of alcohol

A. About 300 million people throughout the world have an alcohol use 
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disorder.

B. About 6% of American adults (about 15 million people) have an 

alcohol use disorder; only about 7% of those people ever get treatment.

C. Interchangeably used with the terms opiate, opioid.

6. Half the number of global deaths and injuries from road traffic accidents.

7. Universal access to sexual health-care services.

 Progress

A. The proportion of women of reproductive age (15-49 years) who have 

their need for family planning satisfied with modern contraceptive 

methods has been increasing slightly from 76.5% in 2015 to 77.6% in 

2023 and is projected to reach 78.2% by 2030.

B. Sub-Saharan Africa has witnessed the largest increase from 51.6% to 

57.4% for this period and is expected to increase to 62.1% by 2030.

8. Achieve universal health coverage.

 Financial risk protection

 Access to quality essential health-care services

 Access to safe, effective, quality and affordable essential medicines and 

vaccines

9. Substantially reduce the number of deaths and illnesses from hazardous 

chemicals and air, water and soil pollution and contamination.

10. Strengthen the implementation of the World Health Organization Framework 

Convention on Tobacco Control in all countries, as appropriate.

11. Support the research and development of vaccines and medicines.

12. Increase health financing and the recruitment, development, training and 

retention of the health workforce in developing countries.

 Progress: the global shortage of health workers by 2030 has reduced from 

18 million to 10 million. 

13. Strengthen the capacity of all countries for early warning, risk reduction and 

management of national and global health risks.
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Sustainable Development Goals 4: Ensure Inclusive and 

Equitable Quality Education and Promote Lifelong 

Learning Opportunities for All
2023/08/17

Target

1. All learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to promote sustainable 

development.

 Through education for sustainable development and sustainable lifestyles, 

human rights, gender equality, promotion of a culture of peace and non-

violence, global citizenship and appreciation of cultural diversity and of 

culture’s contribution to sustainable development.

2. Increase literacy and numeracy.

 Importance: Literacy—the ability to read and write—is arguably the single 

most important factor in determining a person's career arc. For those who 

can read and write, the range of possible vocations is vast—even highly 

skilled, high-paying careers are within reach.

 Rate: the literacy rate for all males and females that are at least 15 years old 

is 86.3%. Males aged 15 and over have a literacy rate of 90%, while 

females lag only slightly behind at 82.7%.

 Poverty and literacy: Poverty and illiteracy tend to go hand-in-hand. 

Education is often less available in poverty-stricken areas. Moreover, even 

when education is available, a struggling family might need their children to 

work and earn money instead of going to school. Most of the countries with 

the lowest literacy are located in South Asia, West Asia, and sub-Saharan 

Africa—regions which also include most of the poorest countries in the 

world.

 Gender gap: roughly 781 million adults worldwide who cannot read or 

write, nearly two-thirds are female. This disparity is particularly noticeable 

in less-developed countries, in which women are often expected to stay at 

home and care for the house and children while the men go off to work.

3. Increase the number of youth and adults who have relevant skills for 

employment, decent jobs and entrepreneurship.
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 Importance: 

A. lifelong learning can help us to achieve personal fulfillment and 

satisfaction, which are important to people as human beings.

B. Promote the employment rate→relevant with sDG8

 Free online-courses platform has increased in recent years, for instance, 

Cousera, Simplilearn etc., and other opened-courses from universities.

4. Eliminate gender disparities in early childhood development, all level education 

and vocational training

 Free, affordable, equitable and quality primary and secondary education 

leading to relevant and effective learning outcomes.

A. Around the world, 91 per cent of girls ever enter primary school 

compared to 93 per cent of boys.

B. As the education journey continues, however, the balance starts to 

progressively shift in favor of girls.

C. The higher education participation level for young women reached 

56.6%, compared to only 44.1% for young men.

5. Equal access to all levels of education and vocational training for the vulnerable, 

including persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples and children in vulnerable 

situations.

6. Build and upgrade education facilities that are child, disability and gender 

sensitive.

7. Scholarships available for enrolment in higher education, including vocational 

training and information and communications technology, technical, engineering 

and scientific programmes.

8. Provide safe, non-violent, inclusive and effective learning environments for all.

 In 2020, approximately a quarter of primary schools globally do not have 

access to basic services such as electricity, drinking water and basic 

sanitation facilities. 

 For other facilities such as computer facilities and the provision of disability 

adapted infrastructure, figures are substantially lower, with around 50% of 

primary schools with access.

9. Increase the supply of qualified teachers, including through international 

cooperation for teacher training in developing countries, especially least 
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developed countries and small island developing States.

 Globally, in 2020, over 14% of teachers are still not qualified according to 

national norms, with little improvement since 2015.
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Sustainable Development Goals 8: Promote Sustained, 

Inclusive and Sustainable Economic Growth, Full and 

Productive Employment and Decent Work for All
2023/08/18

Target

1. Sustain per capita economic growth in accordance with national circumstances 

and, in particular, at least 7 per cent gross domestic product growth per annum in 

the least developed countries.

2. Achieve higher levels of economic productivity through diversification, 

technological upgrading and innovation, including through a focus on high-value 

added and labour-intensive sectors.

3. Promote development-oriented policies that support productive activities, decent 

job creation, entrepreneurship, creativity and innovation, and encourage the 

formalization and growth of micro-, small- and medium-sized enterprises, 

including through access to financial services.

4. Improve progressively, through 2030, global resource efficiency in consumption 

and production and endeavour to decouple economic growth from environmental 

degradation, in accordance with the 10-Year Framework of Programmes on 

Sustainable Consumption and Production, with developed countries taking the 

lead.

5. Full and productive employment and decent work for all women and men, 

including for young people and persons with disabilities, and equal pay for work 

of equal value.

6. Reduce the proportion of youth not in employment, education or training.

 Employment rates: sensitive to the economic cycle, but in the longer term 

they are significantly affected by governments' higher education and income 

support policies and by policies that facilitate employment of women and 

disadvantaged groups.

7. Take immediate and effective measures to eradicate forced labour.

8. End modern slavery and human trafficking.

9. Secure the prohibition and elimination of child labour in all forms by 2025.

 Recruitment and
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 Child soldiers

10. Protect labour rights and promote safe and secure working environments for all 

workers.

 Migrant workers.

 Women migrant workers.

 Those in precarious employment.

11. Strengthen the capacity of domestic financial institutions to encourage and 

expand access to banking, insurance and financial services for all.

 Why important?

12. Increase or develop tourism.

 Create jobs

 Promotes local culture and products.

13. Increase Aid for Trade support for developing countriesincluding through the 

Enhanced Integrated Framework for Trade-Related Technical Assistance to Least 

Developed Countries.

 Aid for Trade

 Enhanced Integrated Framework

14. Develop and operationalize a global strategy for youth employment and 

implement the Global Jobs Pact of the International Labour Organization.

 the Global Jobs Pact of the International Labour Organization
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Sustainable Development Goals 13: Take Urgent Action to 

Combat Climate Change and its Impacts
2023/08/21

What is happening now?

According to a research from University of Washington, there were 12,000 

people died from extreme heat from 2010 to 2020. They estimate that by 2100, there 

would be 97,000 for a year.

Target

1. Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related hazards and 

natural disasters in all countries.

 Progress

A. The number of deaths and missing persons due to disasters per 100,000 

population has steadily decreased from 1.64 during 2005-2015 to 0.86 

during 2012-2021. 

B. The average disaster mortality stood at 47,337 in absolute terms in 

2015-2021. However, the number of persons affected by disasters per 

100,000 people rose from 1,198 during 2005-2015 to 2,113 during 

2012-2021. 

C. The number of countries with national strategies for disaster risk 

reduction has increased from 55 in 2015 to 126 by the end of 2021. 

Based on this, a total of 118 countries have reported having some level 

of policy coherence with other global frameworks, such as the 2030 

Agenda and the Paris Agreement.

2. Integrate climate change measures into national policies, strategies and planning.

 Progress: global temperatures have already hit 1.1°C, rising due to 

increasing global greenhouse gas emissions, which reached record highs in 

2021. Real-time data from 2022 show emissions continuing an upward 

trajectory. Instead of decreasing emissions as required by the target to limit 

warming, carbon dioxide levels increased from 2020 to 2021 at a rate higher 

than the average annual growth rate of the last decade and is already 149% 

higher than pre-industrial levels. Projected cumulative future CO2 

emissions over the lifetime of existing and currently planned fossil fuel 

infrastructure exceed the total cumulative net CO2 emissions in pathways 
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that limit warming to 1.5°C (>50%) with no or limited overshoot.

3. Improve education, awareness-raising and human and institutional capacity on 

climate change mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction and early warning.

 Progress: an analysis of 100 national curriculum frameworks reveals that 

nearly half (47%) do not mention climate change. In 2021, despite 95% of 

teachers recognizing the importance of teaching about climate change 

severity, only one-third are capable of effectively explaining its effects in 

their region. Additionally, 70% of young people can only describe the broad 

principles of climate change in 2022.

4. Implement the commitment undertaken by developed-country parties to the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change to a goal of 

mobilizing jointly $100 billion annually by 2020 from all sources to address the 

needs of developing countries in the context of meaningful mitigation actions 

and transparency on implementation and fully operationalize the Green Climate 

Fund through its capitalization as soon as possible.

 Progress: according to the OECD, total climate finance provided and 

mobilised by developed countries for developing countries amounted to 

$83.3 billion in 2020, a 4% increase from 2019, but still short of the $100 

billion target. Climate finance remains primarily targeted to mitigation; 

however, and adaptation finance continues to lag, with international finance 

flows to developing countries 5-10 times below estimated needs.

5. Promote mechanisms for raising capacity for effective climate change-related 

planning and management in least developed countries and small island 

developing States, including focusing on women, youth and local and 

marginalized communities.

What can we do?

1. Plant trees.

2. Renew the regulation about the architecture, so that people can build up a city 

that could dissipate the heat.

 Green building

3. Decrease the use of air conditioners.

 In France, they set underground cooling system under Louvre, which is 

functioned as following:
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A. Set central refrigeration station by the river, cooling the water guided 

into the station to 1  to 5 .

B. Separate two routes. one transports ice water to Louvre, while the other 

transports waste hot water.

C. Build distributed station under every building. The ice water cool 

down the central cooling system through heat exchanger.

 According to the data, underground or area cooling system can save 20% to 

35% energy.

4. Use AI

 Intelligent street light: Milam, Italy saves half of the electric energy.

 Intelligent traffic system: help drivers plan the low-carbon emission 

pathway.
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Sustainable Development Goals 16: Promote Peaceful and 

Inclusive Societies for Sustainable Development, Provide 

Access to Justice for All and Build Effective, Accountable 

and Inclusive Institutions at All Levels
2023/08/22

What is happening?

1. Violence against children

2. AI and Medication

3. Increasing International fraud

4. Stealing of personal information

Target

1. Reduce all forms of violence and related death rates everywhere.

 Abuse

 Exploitation

 Trafficking

2. End all forms of violence against and torture of children.

3. Promote the rule of law at the national and international levels.

4. Equal access to justice for all.

5. Reduce illicit financial and arms flows.

6. Strengthen the recovery and return of stolen assets.

7. Combat all forms of organized crime.

8. Reduce corruption and bribery in all their forms.

9. Develop effective, accountable and transparent institutions at all levels.

10. Responsive, inclusive, participatory and representative decision-making at all 

levels.

11. Broaden and strengthen the participation of developing countries in the 

institutions of global governance.

12. Provide legal identity for all.

 Birth registration.

13. Public access to information

14. Protect fundamental freedoms, in accordance with national legislation and 

international agreements.
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15. Strengthen relevant national institutions and build capacity at all levels to 

prevent violence and combat terrorism and crime. 

16. Promote and enforce non-discriminatory laws and policies for sustainable 

development.
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Sustainable Development Goals 17: Strengthen the Means of 

Implementation and Revitalize the Global Partnership for 

Sustainable Development
2023/08/23

What is happening?

War results in asylum-seekers

1. German policy for asylum seeking

2. Ukraine asylum-seekers vs. Switzerland

Target

1. Strengthen domestic resource mobilization, including through international 

support to developing countries, to improve domestic capacity for tax and other 

revenue collection.

2. Developed countries to implement fully their official development assistance 

commitments, including the commitment by many developed countries to 

achieve the target of 0.7 per cent of ODA/GNI to developing countries and 0.15 

to 0.20 per cent of ODA/GNI to least developed countries; ODA providers are 

encouraged to consider setting a target to provide at least 0.20 per cent of 

ODA/GNI to least developed countries.

3. Mobilize additional financial resources for developing countries from multiple 

sources.

4. Assist developing countries in attaining long-term debt sustainability through 

coordinated policies aimed at fostering debt financing, debt relief and debt 

restructuring, as appropriate, and address the external debt of highly indebted 

poor countries to reduce debt distress.

5. Adopt and implement investment promotion regimes for least developed 

countries.

6. Enhance North-South, South-South and triangular regional and international 

cooperation on and access to science, technology and innovation and enhance 

knowledge sharing on mutually agreed terms, including through improved 

coordination among existing mechanisms, in particular at the United Nations 

level, and through a global technology facilitation mechanism.

7. Promote the development, transfer, dissemination and diffusion of 
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environmentally sound technologies to developing countries on favourable 

terms, including on concessional and preferential terms, as mutually agreed.

8. Fully operationalize the technology bank and science, technology and innovation 

capacity-building mechanism for least developed countries by 2017 and enhance 

the use of enabling technology, in particular information and communications 

technology.

9. Enhance international support for implementing effective and targeted capacity-

building in developing countries to support national plans to implement all the 

Sustainable Development Goals, including through North-South, South-South 

and triangular cooperation.

10. Promote a universal, rules-based, open, non-discriminatory and equitable 

multilateral trading system under the World Trade Organization, including 

through the conclusion of negotiations under its Doha Development Agenda.

11. Significantly increase the exports of developing countries, in particular with a 

view to doubling the least developed countries’ share of global exports by 2020.

12. Organization decisions, including by ensuring that preferential rules of origin 

applicable to imports from least developed countries are transparent and simple, 

and contribute to facilitating market access.

13. Enhance global macroeconomic stability, including through policy coordination 

and policy coherence.

14. Enhance policy coherence for sustainable development.

15. Respect each country’s policy space and leadership to establish and implement 

policies for poverty eradication and sustainable development.

16. Enhance the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development, complemented by 

multi-stakeholder partnerships that mobilize and share knowledge, expertise, 

technology and financial resources, to support the achievement of the 

Sustainable Development Goals in all countries, in particular developing 

countries.

17. Encourage and promote effective public, public-private and civil society 

partnerships, building on the experience and resourcing strategies of 

partnerships.

18. Enhance capacity-building support to developing countries, including for least 

developed countries and small island developing States, to increase significantly 
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the availability of high-quality, timely and reliable data disaggregated by income, 

gender, age, race, ethnicity, migratory status, disability, geographic location and 

other characteristics relevant in national contexts.

19. Build on existing initiatives to develop measurements of progress on sustainable 

development that complement gross domestic product, and support statistical 

capacity-building in developing countries.


