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Arthur Lyon Dahl @

Arthur Dahl is President of the
International Environment
Forum, and a retired Deputy
Assistant Executive Director of
the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP), with 50
years' international experience
In environment and
sustainability. His most recent
focus has been on global
governance and UN reform.
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The IEF is a Baha'i-inspired professional scientific
organization for the environment and sustainability. We:

Explore the science and the social, ethical and spiritual
principles that relate to environmental responsibility and
sustainability and their applications;

Engage with individuals and groups in the search for
collective knowledge for the benefit of society;

Share knowledge and experience through a newsletter,
website and annual conferences

Promote environmental awareness and sustainability
through public discourse and educational materials to
encourage practical action
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Introductory Course
2030 Development Agenda and
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs 1-2-3)
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» Brief Description of the SDG 15: Summary of
targets & indicators and links to other SDGs

» Current State of implementation, progress,
innovative initiatives

» Key issues & challenges related to the
achievement of this SDG 15

» Suggested action areas for the youth to
engage and contribute
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What is SDG 15 and why does it matter?

SDG 15 aims to protect, restore and
promote sustainable use of terrestrial
ecosystems, sustainably manage forests,
combat desertification, halt and reverse
land degradation and halt biodiversity
loss
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- The land is where we live, grow our
food, and extract natural resources

- It originally had productive terrestrial
ecosystems creating the web of life
upon which we depend

- With a population of 8 billion, we are
the most invasive species

- We have altered three quarters of all
land
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- Land mammal biomass is 33% humans,
65% livestock and only 2% wild

animals.

- Farmed bird biomass is 30 times that
of wild birds.

. Our present food system can only feed
3 billion people sustainably, but it
drives deforestation and degrades

soils
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The way we farm, transport and consume
food affects more planetary boundaries
than anything else. Agriculture is one of
the biggest sources of greenhouse gas
emissions. It is also the biggest driver of
deforestation, biodiversity loss and the
creation of vast dead zones in our

streams, lakes and oceans from excess
fertilizer.
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Agriculture is not working for people
either, with 9% of our global population
severely food insecure at one extreme,
and 8% of deaths globally attributable to
obesity at the other. Our food systems
need a comprehensive redesign to be
regenerative and sustainable within
planetary boundaries
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Restoring the productivity of the land
and its ecosystem services is essential to
our future

Arthur Lyon Dahl




Question 1B:

What does SDG 15 entail in terms of
targets & Indicators?







