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SDGs Overview
…from 2030 development agenda and Sustainable Development Goals.

Speaker 
Today's speaker is Professor Raymond Saner who teaches at economic science department in Basel University, also the co-chair of the academic network of the OECD guidelines on responsible business conducts. He's also an active member of the UN Taskforce on Solidarity and Social Enterprises.
My name is Lichia Saner-Yiu. I'm the host of SDG123 series. I'm also the President of the center for socio-economic development (CSEND).
CSEND is an UN ECOSOC accredited NGO with special consultative status. Without further Ado, Professor Raymond Saner, please!
Thank you very much, Lichia, for the introduction. Hello welcome to everybody for this first introductory course on the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals.

Overview 
I will do the following give you a brief description of the history of the 2030 Agenda. I will make a link to the MDGs (the Millennium development goals), which preceded the SDGs give some explanations about the characteristics and principles of the SDGs show the importance of monitoring and review through the Voluntary National Reviews and also give some suggestions as to what can be done by you, as an individual, in terms of contributing to sustainable development.

Launch of the Movement
Looking back sustainable development, it was first defined in the world commercial and environment and development in 1987 in the Brundtland report, called “Our Common Future” but on Brundtland was the head of the World Health Organization and she was the one who drafted this report.
The report states among other things sustainable development are “development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs”.

The long road to now: a diplomatic history
A bit of background 1992 was the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in Brazil, it was the first international attempt to draw up action plans to agree on strategies and to move forward towards a sustainable future that was the highlight the beginning.
Then what followed was 10 years of uneven development there were on one hand rapid economic growth, but at the same time it ended up with a financial crash in Asia in 1997 and 1998. 
This was again a new uplift was the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg in South Africa.
This Summit led to a declaration called ‘The Action Plan and partnership Initiatives’’, focusing particularly on Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP), Water, Sanitation and Energy.
Then in the two years of the early 2000s, the MDG work was created and that led to a first movement towards a united front of creating development strategies 
but there was then again also a setback when the financial crash occurred in 2008.
Well, there was again a third pick up when there was the “Rio+20” in 2012.
At that meeting, there was a process launched to develop a set of sustainable development goals these so-called SDGs, adopted guidelines on green economic policies and established an intergovernmental process to prepare a strategy for sustainable development financing and the High-level Political Forum (HLPF). I will say more about that shortly.

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
So initially what we had at the beginning where there was an agreement among countries to do a development oriented and sustainable development-oriented strategy was the 2000 Millennium Summit. 
It was in Mexico the world leaders attended, negotiated and came up with the UN Millennium Declaration, which commits the countries who signed it to a new partnership to reduce extreme poverty and to set out a series of time-bound targets with a deadline being 2015. This whole period from 2000 to 2015 is called the period of the Millennium development goals.
The Millennium development goals consisted of eight goals. Here you see it listed in numbers, the first one is to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger, two to achieve universal primary education, three to promote gender equality, four to reduce child mortality, five to improve maternal health and six to combat AIDS, malaria and other diseases and seven was to ensure environmental sustainability and eight to develop global partnerships for development.
Now all this was of course evaluated assessed to find out at the end in 2015 what was achieved in terms of these eight Millennium Development Goals.

MDG 1 Extreme Poverty and Hunger
You see now on the slide at the top in the same what was achieved and for instance here when it comes to MDG1: to reduce extreme poverty and hunger, there was an improvement in the sense that extreme poverty was reduced by half, which is very good the great achievement. 
However, one out of eight people remain hungry so there's more work to be done.

MDG 2 Universal Primary Education
2, primary universal primary education, there was great improvement in the sense that 90 percent education need a reached 90 percent of the children. 
But on the other hand, you see at the bottom 58 million children remain still out of school could not benefit from education.

MDG 3 Gender Equality
3, gender equality, there was an achievement as well. The primary education became more both girls and boys (before it was mostly boys) then at the same time though there was still were more work to be done when it comes to equality for women in general in particularly for women's access to education to work and to participate in decision making.

MDG 4 Child Mortality
4, child mortality, it was also here progress was made there were 17,000 fewer deaths per day which is a considerable achievement. And more work needs to be done because still there were six million children who died before the age of five.

MDG 5 Maternal Health
5, maternal health, again also great achievements maternal mortality fell from 1990 on by 45 percent. However, on the other hand, only half of the woman in developing countries are covered by health care during their pregnancy. And we all know that during pregnancy things can go wrong and the health assistance and health care is crucial.

MDG 6 Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and Other Diseases 
6, to combat AIDS malaria and other diseases, also achievements were made 9.7 million people were receiving life-savings medicines for HIV in the year 2012, 3.3 million Malaria deaths were prevented in the span of 12 Years. And there still is more work to be done, every hour 50 young women in are being infected by HIV and in 2012 malaria killed an estimated of 627,000 people so here there's clearly more work that needs to be done.

MDG 7 Environmental Sustainability 
7, environmental sustainability, the great achievement was that over the period of the Millennial Development Goals, 2.3 billion people gained access to clean drinking water. We all know that especially in developing countries water could be contaminated, could be poisonous, could carry bacteria such to clean up on water save so many lives and also makes it sure more likely that people stay healthy. However, on the other hand one problem remains and that is as you can see 2.5 billion people do not have access to basic sanitation, basically talking about toilets and latrines. This is particularly not good because it's a place where for girls it's an insecure place to go the fields and at the same time to not have sanitation means again, being more at risk in terms of disease.

MDG 8 Global Partnership
Finally, MDG8 Global Partnerships during that period least developed countries could increase their trade, they could by making more money through trade, they were able to reduce the debt that many of them had to have less debt means you don't have to pay high interest rates. But that period, got in that sense a little bit reduced the benefits because during that period the aid money provided by the donors, by the developed countries was less focused on the least developed countries and they instead spread the aid to other countries as well. Including developing countries emerging countries which reduce the amount of money that the least developed the poorest countries could get to help them to get out of poverty, to get out of their difficulties that they were in.

Mandates 
So here we have the end of the Millennium Development Goals and people, countries were thinking about what's next how to take another step in terms of sustainable development.
So, there was a survey which was very important in 2012 that was called “the Future We Want”, it represented the wishes of more than a million people who participated in the survey and this was the first ever report based on asking people what do you think do you need, what are the real needs of especially developing and least developed countries.

From the MDGs to the SDGs
This led to the next 15 years we have at the top the Millennium Development Goals that I explained to you just before with the eight Millennia Development Goals and their achievements so clearly, some achievements were very impressive and on the other hand a lot needed still to be done. 
This led to a reassessment and a new concept called Sustainable Development Goals,
it was adopted and called the 2030 agenda and the SDGs by the 193 countries who are member countries to United Nations.

Three Pillars
What is it? Well, the 2030 Agenda says we have to think of development in terms of three pillars.
We should think about development by having social sustainability, environmental sustainability and economic sustainability. They are all interlinked, you cannot just have one pillar and not do a sufficient attempt, give the attention and development to the other pillars because if they're left behind, they will impact the pillar that you've been treating as if it's a silo an independent part of life which is just simply short-sighted.

A new global Development Framework
We have here upper left are the eight Millennium Development Goals that are already introduced to you and below we got the 17 SDGs.
Now of course between 8 and 17 you have more goals but also more targets. Each goal has targets which helps the countries to focus on what should be concretely achieved and to measure whether such achievement has taken place each target has a measurement it's called an indicator.
Indicators are very crucial because it helps governments and civil society and business to all stakeholders to assess where the country is and what else it needs to be done.

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
So, the measurements the indicators as I said are crucial and when here now the SDGs, the 17, I will briefly present them to you.
The first 1 No Poverty, 2 Zero Hunger, 3 Good Health and Well-Being, 4 Quality Education, 5 Gender Equality, and 6 Clean Water and Sanitation. 
Now you could see several of these SDGs are in fact the continuation of the previous Millennium Development Goals. But here come additional SDGs, 7 Being Affordable and Clean Energy (renewable energy), 8 Decent Work and Economic Growth, 9 is Industries, Innovation, Infrastructure Development (both physical social infrastructure development), 10 to Reduce Inequalities and, 11 Sustainable Cities and Communities. This is particularly relevant in light of the fact that by 2050, more than half of the world's population will live in Mega Cities. Hence the cities have to be developed in a way that avoids social conflicts that could lead to environmental degradation and could also lead to unemployment and poverty so we have to again here think about the three pillars how could they then be applied to these Mega Cities so they become sustainable and not disastrous conflict driven community.
12 Responsible Consumption and Production. Now this sounds like not much but can I assure you it's one of the most challenging of the 17 goals. Responsible consumption basically means how do you live your life, how much do you need to own, buy, have, how much do you then throw away what's your waste that you're generating, do you need to have all of what you're buying and consuming. Because if it's too much, in the sense that you don't even use it you create waste and some of the waste cannot be recycled so you're contributing to a non-sustainable development. Production is basically how to rethink industrial production so that our companies and our industry is more based on renewable energy and doesn't produce bad externalities.
13 Climate Action, preventing of climate change and climate warming. 
14 Life Below Water, the whole issue about fisheries overfishing, throwing plastics into the ocean degrading the conditions for the fish to survive that's 14. 
we have 15 Lives On Land, the Earth surrounding us are we treating in a land environment correctly, are we exploiting it do we cause in that sense more difficulties and more problems that need to be cleaned up or do we turn the land into a supportive environment which can for us as well as to others other people in the sense of a public good to be preserved and rejuvenated for the future.
16 is Peace Justice and Strong Institutions, basically the two elements in here. The first one Peace it's very I think self-evident we cannot have sustainable development with war or armed conflict, you should find a way to resolve conflicts amicably. We should also have Institutions and Justice that's fair that's non-discriminatory because every time we leave out a part of population and don't treat them correctly conflicts will of course emerge so the quality of our governments and institutions is very crucial that's 16.
Finally, 17 is about Partnerships. Not just north south any Partnerships also public private and Civil Society, East and West how to you know join forces to turn this earth into a better future. The 17 goals it helps to see how there are best grouped into clusters.

5 Spheres of Critical Importance for the human species and the planet 
So we have SDG 1 to 6 they're all part of people oriented Sustainable Development Goals, 11 to 15 is more concerning the planet, 7 to 10 about prosperity of us of people, 16 peace and 17 is about Partnerships.
I think that helps to have a maybe a good handle and a better understanding other than thinking of 17 that so and all its targets that could be difficult to conceptualize.

What is different this time?
Now what's different this time compared to the Millennium Development Goals, several very important differences:
First one universality that is in the Millennial Development Goals these 15 years there will mostly focused for the North, the developed countries, the wealthier countries to help the South the developing countries.
SDG is a different story there are still Partnerships that need to be done of help between the wealthy and less wealthy countries but it is a clear understanding when it comes to sustainability look at just climate change you cannot just think of one country. 
Everything is linked and related so if we overall go beyond the measure that was given in terms of 1.5 increase of Celsius, we all will face very difficult times ahead.
So the universality means all countries should apply the 17 SDGs.
And to do it through transformation of the current situation, we have to figure out a way to improve our current arrangements that we have be it about poverty, be it about water, renewable energy, this for all of our countries there is a challenge to be more sustainable and hence to let go of the current situation that we have in our countries and instead to improve and to move towards sustainability.
And I already mentioned basically to think of an interdependent world, the three pillars are there to be understood to be part as a global holistic view where all are interlinked and hence, we should when we do interventions, when we do improvements, we should also think of how this affects other parts of our life.

The Rallying Cry: Inclusiveness / Leave No One Behind
It should be inclusive that's the Rallying Cry, it should be including other people, including oceans, including considerations for a more socially fair and productive life.
So, the inclusiveness is not leaving people behind and have further enormous gaps between the very wealthy, the super-rich and the growing percentage of people who are in deep poverty. It that's not sustainable because it will lead inevitably to conflicts rather than we should think about sharing in a better way what we have at our disposals in terms of the richness of our planet.

SDG Goals are interlinked: Example of SDG 1, No Poverty
Give you an example if you look at the middle you see goal 1 No Poverty. Now how to achieve this, there are three other goals which are linked to the power to the goal number 1 which contribute or can contribute to a reduction of poverty.
For instance, if there are enough food people who are poor can better take care of their health and are strong enough to also take on a job. If the water is not good, poisonous, they'll get sick and they stay poor because they cannot improve their lives.
Hence firstly about energy, all families need to cook for their family members if there is no electricity, if there are no tools to cook, they will go and chop down the trees to have enough energy to cook.
Now if the more trees that are being chopped down, they're less resistance there is against floods, against the inundations heavy rain where the best part of the earth gets to be flushed away.
So, by improving 7, 2 and 6 we can also improve the level of poverty in our countries.

Measuring progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals
Now as I mentioned before indicators are very important these are the ways we measure whether our countries achieved their goals of sustainable goals.
You have here two links which we highly recommend. Yes, the first one is the SDG tracker, when you go into it you get a lot of very useful information to see how countries are moving forward in terms of improving their conditions and in terms of implementing the their SDGs.
You have also a full list of definitions which is the second link which helps you understand these many new words and concepts and to put them into a logical order.
There's also the Global Sustainable Development Report (GSDR) which is done every five years. There's one who was just done two years ago, all publicly available you have easy access to it and it gives you a great overview in terms of all the 17 goals in all the countries which are working at it in terms of implementing their sdgs. 

Voluntary National Review
Then there is the National Review I mentioned that at the very early beginning, the Voluntary National Review basically means that all countries assess where they're at are they making progress or not in terms of implementing the SDGs. And as a motivation to really take this in more depths and serious, they have promised to some of them, promised to go and present in New York in July where they're at, how much progress have they been able to make and where is more work that needs to be done these presentations are very useful because the country and the government have to consult with the different stakeholders at home what they think where the situation is of the country and that in itself oftentimes leads to new discussions and new solutions how to implement the SDGs. 
There have been a lot of presentations Voluntary National Reviews as you can see there were 158 Voluntary National Reviews since the beginning of the 2030 Agenda, I'm talking about 2015. And there are 142 countries have already presented once and some countries have even presented two times and a few three times, now why would they present two times what's happening in their countries. Well as I said before in preparing for such a presentation normally the government then talks to its stakeholders and interest groups to find out where they're at but at the same time this discussion oftentimes is useful to get a correlation and an agreement as to what to do in the future

As An Individual, You Can Follow…
The way forward as said you know about personal things you can do on your own there is a booklet that we suggest that you go and visit at the bottom it's the link that leads you to it. The publication is called “The Lazy Person's Guide to Saving the World”. 

Take Action!
Now that could be for instance reading, studying, understanding what sustainability is all about. 
Then apply it to your own life to your household, what do you do with the waste that you produce? Do you separate things into what's recyclable or what and that sense has to be put away for special processing do you do that or you just throw the whole thing together away and that sense miss the opportunity to contribute to recycling of what could still be used again another time.
Are you available in your neighborhood for people who need help? Do you help people get food who cannot leave their home? Do you do this Maybe by being at the same time a sporty person driving a bicycle or walking to the supermarket to get some food for the people who need to be getting access to food?
And finally you can also say when it comes to your own work environment at home or in the company what do you do to make that place sustainable, green, friendly, accessible and a lot of things you could do by simply consulting the publications I just mentioned to you before.
Well, this leads me to the end of my presentation, it's just an introductory course we plan to do more specialized courses with in the sense of focusing on specific SDGs but for now you have an overview.
Thanks for your attention and talk to you another time.
